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Summary : The popularity of Japanese food is based on this one distinct food culture that has developed
a global influence particularly through its presence in major cities in the world, called world cities. In this
article, focusing on the case of Japanese Chef Nobuyuki Matsuhisa (known as Nobu), I outline the cultural
and social impacts of the popularity of Japanese food in the United States of America since the late 1980s.
The case of Nobu gives us interesting insights when we think about the process of the emerging positive
reputation of Japanese food. Nobu's case is particularly significant for two main reasons : first, his
approach to cooking, “Nobu-style”, is based on both his training in Japan and his experience in South and
North America, the resulting influences of which characterize his cuisine as a form of hybridized Japanese
food. Second, the locations of his restaurants in major world cities. Nobu has established his own culinary
network and created a unique sense of authenticity for his dishes in relation to this global world-city
geography. Looking into the interior design of a couple of his major outlets, I further analyzed how the
authentic atmosphere has been practiced and presented to customers in his outlets. Nobu's sense of
authenticity cannot be defined in relation to a single place of origin. Rather, in his case, the notion of
authenticity depends on Nobu's constant mobility and the multiple flows of restaurant staff and customers,
materials, and information within networks. Therefore, I argue we need to adopt a more comprehensive
concept of agent-based authenticity than the conventional place-based authenticity, treating all the
humans and materials involved as actors.

Key words : Food culture, Japanese food, Restaurant, Nobuyuki Matsuhisa, Culinary network, Authenticity
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