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A Proposal on the Walking Paths of Sayama Tea based
on the Analysis of the Tea Landscapes along
the Old Village Streets in Kaneko District,
Iruma City, Saitama Prefecture

By

Pingxing Zuanc*" and Michiru Yamamoro*™

(Received May 20, 2021/ Accepted October 22, 2021)

Summary : Sayama Tea, one of the famous tea brands in Japan, is mainly produced in Kaneko District,
Iruma City, Saitama Prefecture. We aimed at proposing new walking paths that can demonstrate the
value of Sayama tea to the public, decelerate the industry’s decline and promote regional development.
Field surveys were conducted on five old village streets which started from the shrines or temple located
on the southern foot of Kaji Hills and ended on the Kaneko Upland Area, as well as the walking path
designated by Iruma City. The distances where the tea landscapes were visible along the streets and the
points where the tea landscapes changed were recorded by QGIS. The elevation change was analyzed by
AutoCAD. Authors found that Route Kaneko Shrine-Nishimitsukibashi Bridge, Route Atago Shrine-
Rankanbashi Bridge, Route Yamadumi Shrine-Oohashi Bridge had longer distances where the tea landscapes
were visible, and many changes in the landscape. Considering the landform and access, these three
routes are convenient for visitors from JR Kaneko Station, hikers from Seibu Bushi Station and the
eastern Kaji Hills, and for the elderly. Moreover, combining the old village streets and the walking path
designated by Iruma City, new paths specializing in tea landscapes are proposed.

Key words : Sayama Tea, Tea landscape, Kaneko Upland Area, Old village streets, Walking path
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