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Summary : In this study, the development process of agricultural policy in the Meiji era is reconstructed
from the viewpoint of the formation of a network of agricultural bureaucrats. Looking at the development
of agricultural policy in the Meiji era, which began with the establishment of the Ministry of Interior’s
Industrial Promotion Bureau (Kangyou-ryou), there are several turning points. The first turning point was
the establishment of the Ministry of Agriculture and Commerce in 1831. In the same year, a new national
agricultural association (Dai-Nippon Noukai) was established, which also completed a network of forward-
thinking agricultural bureaucrats. However, this means that the agricultural policy centered on government-
owned businesses and focused on the transplantating of Western agriculture completely changed to an
agricultural policy that utilized private power and emphasized the improvement of traditional Japanese
agriculture. This ended the enlightenment era in Meiji agricultural policy. After that, the forward-thinking
agricultural bureaucrats gradually retreated from center stage, and the stagnation of agricultural policy
due to deflation continued. This era from 1881 to 1890 is a transitional period from the era of enlightenment
to the era of science. The era of science in agricultural policy began around 1890. From this time, bachelors
of agriculture who graduated from Komaba Agricultural College in Tokyo (Komaba Nougakkou) would
start full-scale activities as agricultural bureaucrats on the stage of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Commerce. In particular, Tokiyoshi Yokoi, Tuneaki Sakou, Jun Sawano, Hajime Watanabe and his
colleagues, who are second-year graduates of Komaba Agricultural College, played a central role in the
establishment of the Meiji Era agricultural policy from 1897 to 1907.

Key words : Agricultural Policy in the Meiji Era, Agricultural Policy Bureaucrats, Age of Enlightenment,
Age of Science
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