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Expansion of Traditional Vegetables
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Summary : The efforts for regeneration and development of traditional vegetables have been observed
throughout the nation. However, “traditional vegetable” is a loose term, and it is not easy to balance
production expansion after retaining regionality. This study analyzes the success factors and challenges
for production expansion of traditional vegetables by examining the case of “Hiki-Norabona” in Saitama
prefecture. The survey results show 1) “Hiki-Norabona” appealed to the minds of those who returned to
farming after retirement from a non-farm job (“7Teinen-Kino” farmers) and those who looked for additional
crops, 2) producers pursued a certain amount of the products to be sold at wholesale markets (not at
farmers markets), 3) cooperation between relevant organizations and the leadership of the producers’
group is effective, and 4) a disciplined seed production and management practice was organized. The
future challenge is to secure additional producers, and reaching out to “7Teinen-Kino” farmers is thought
to be a key to success.
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