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Summary

A Study on Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha, an Enlightening Agricultural Association:
Focusing Dissemination Activity of Western Vegetables and Fruits

in the Early Me iji Era

Akinori SHIMOMURA

The opening of Japan to the outside world at the end of the Tokugawa Shogunate and
the civilization that followed the Meiji Restoration had a major impact on Japan's
agriculture. The Meiji government introduced Western technology and promoted the
modernization of various industries as part of its policy of industrial development, and the
agricultural sector was no exception. However, in Japan, where the climate and land
conditions differed from those of Europe and the United States, the government's
unilateral promotion of the transplantation of Western agricultural methods and the
cultivation of Western crops did not lead to their establishment.

On the other hand, there were many agricultural leaders called "rounou" throughout the
country. They researched and improved agricultural methods while farming, and
sometimes wrote agricultural books to share their experiences and techniques. However,
their techniques were based on experience and lacked systematicity and universality in
many respects.

Under these circumstances, there was a private agricultural society that advocated the
necessity of modernization and improvement of agriculture by farmers, while adopting
Western agronomy, and carried out educational activities. This was the Gakunosha, which
we will focus on in this study.

Gakunosha was founded in September 1875 by Sen Tsuda, an agricultural enlightener
who is also known as the father of Umeko Tsuda, the founder of Tsuda University. Sen
Tsuda was born in 1837 in the Sakura domain of Shimofusa Province (now Chiba
Prefecture), and after studying Western learning in Edo (now Tokyo), he became a

shogunate vassal. In 1867, he was dispatched to the U.S. as a member of the Shogunate's
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mission to the U.S., where he was impressed by the country's great farming methods and
the richness of the lives of its farmers. After the Meiji Restoration, he became the director
of the Tsukiji Hotel, a hotel for foreigners, where he personally cultivated asparagus,
cabbage, apples, and other ingredients for cooking, and is known as a pioneer who
introduced and introduced Western vegetables and fruits to Japan. In 1873, he was
dispatched by the Meiji government to be in charge of agriculture at the Vienna World
Exposition held in Austria. During his stay in Vienna, he learned about horticulture from
the Dutch agronomist Daniel Hoobrenk, and in 1874, after returning to Japan, he wrote a
book on what he had learned from Daniel Hoobrenk, "Nogyo Sanji," which became a
bestseller. Based on this experience of learning about agriculture in Europe and the
United States, Sen Tsuda believed that the development of Japanese agriculture would
contribute to the realization of a wealthy nation and the improvement of the lives of the
people and farmers, and so he founded Gakunosha.

Gakunosha was involved in three main businesses: the management of the
“Gakunousha Nougakkou” (school of agricultural), the publication of the “Nogyo Zasshi”
(Agricultural Magazine), and mail order sales of seeds and seedlings.

The first project was to operate the Gakunousha Nougakkou. The school was opened on
September 1, 1875, the same day as the founding of Gakunosha. At the school, Western
agriculture was taught through lectures using Western agricultural books and practical
training at the farm attached to the school. The school was only open for a short period of
time, and closed in 1884 due to the opening of the government-run Sapporo Agricultural
School and Komaba Agricultural School, but as a modern agricultural educational
institution, it was ahead of both schools. However, graduates include Kizo Tamari (later
moved to Komaba Agricultural School, 1st gen member of the Department of Agriculture,
Professor of Imperial University Agricultural University, First Principal of Morioka
Higher Agricultural and Forestry School, etc.) and Shinsuke Jumonji (Principal of
Hiroshima Prefecture Agricultural School, Principal of Hiroshima Prefecture Agricultural
School) Etc.), Hayato Fukuba (Director of Banshu Vineyard, Director of Botanical Garden
of Miyauchi Province, etc.), and many others who played an important role in the

development of agriculture, agriculture, and agricultural administration during the Meiji
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era.

The second project was the publication of the “Nogyo Zasshi” which was first published
on January 10, 1876, the day after the founding of Gakunosha, and was the earliest
published private agriculture in Japan. The first issue of the magazine was published on
January 10, 1876, the year after the founding of Gakunosha, and was one of the earliest
private agricultural magazines published in Japan. The magazine continued to be
published for a total of 1,221 issues for 44 years until 1920, which was unusual for a
magazine launched in the early Meiji period, when many magazines were short-lived. The
circulation reached about 4,000 to 5,000 for each issue. Its readers were located all over
Japan, and it was read mainly by wealthy farmers. Most of the editorials and articles were
written by Tsuda and Gakunosha employees, and many of them dealt with Western
farming methods, cultivation of Western vegetables such as corn, cabbage, and onions, as
well as dairy and livestock farming.

The third business was mail order sales of seeds and seedlings. The third business was
the mail-order sales of seeds and seedlings. The first advertisement for the sale of
American corn seeds appeared in the 8th issue of the Agricultural Journal (April 1876),
along with the article "The Theory of Corn" written by Sen Tsuda. This is said to be the
first mail-order sales in Japan, not only for seeds and seedlings. The magazine continued
to sell a variety of domestic and foreign seeds and seedlings, including Western vegetables,
which were difficult to obtain at the time.

As described above, Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha introduced Western agriculture and
agricultural methods to farmers from a private sector perspective, and advocated the need
for farmers to improve and modernize their own agriculture. He was also a pioneer in the
introduction of Western vegetables, agricultural and agricultural education, publication of
agricultural magazines, and mail order sales of seeds and seedlings. Tsuda was also
enthusiastic about social activities other than agricultural enlightenment. He participated
in the Meirokusha, an academic society founded by Arinori Mori and Yukichi Fukuzawa ,
and was also involved in the prohibition movement, women's education, education for the
blind, and the movement against the Ashio mine poisoning as one of the three outstanding

figures in the Meiji Christian world along with Jo Nijjima and Masanao Nakamura.
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As the three masters, he was involved in the abstinence movement, girls' education,
blind school education, and the movement against Ashio mine poisoning.

However, the agricultural enlightenment activities of Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha
have not been given much importance in the field of agricultural history and economic
history so far, even though they are distinct from the agricultural policy and old
agricultural technology. There are still many unanswered questions about how the
enlightenment activities of him and the company influenced and changed the farmers and
actual agricultural practices of the time.

In the following four chapters, I have clarified how the graduates of the school and the
readers of the magazine accepted and practiced the cultivation of Western vegetables and
fruits through their education at Gakunosha Nougakkou and the “Nogyo Zasshi”, and how
they contributed to the improvement and modernization of agriculture, including the
spread of Western vegetables and fruits in the region and in Japan.

In Chapter 1, before describing the enlightenment activities of Gakunosha regarding
Western vegetables and fruits, I took up the cultivation of Western vegetables in
Yokohama, a port city opened at the end of the Edo period, and its surrounding farming
villages as a prehistory, which is known as one of the first places in Japan where Western
vegetables were introduced.

It is said that Yokohama was one of the earliest areas in Japan where Western
vegetables were introduced, but unlike the activities of Sen  Tsuda and Gakunosha, the
cultivation of Western vegetables expanded regardless of the introduction of the Western
agricultural method based on the agricultural policy and the subsequent change in policy.
However, while existing studies have devoted much space to the development process of
cultivation, they have made little mention of the specific ways in which vegetables were
consumed, and there has been little examination of the background to the spread of
cultivation.

Therefore, this chapter examines the reasons why the cultivation of Western vegetables
spread in Yokohama at the end of the Tokugawa Shogunate and during the Meiji period,
without being influenced by the policies of the time, from the perspective of consumption

factors. Specifically, the population of foreign residents and the number of hotels and
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Western restaurants at that time were clarified from literature.

In Chapter 2, I examine the activities of Sen Tsuda and the Gakunosha in promoting
Western vegetables and fruits, focusing on the company's early years from 1875 to
1877.First, I will discuss Tsuda's work as a director of the Tsukiji Hotel, a hotel for
foreigners, in 1869-1970, prior to the founding of Gakunosha, and how he personally
cultivated Western vegetables as ingredients for the food served at the hotel. Next, I gave
an overview of Gakunosha and the "Nogyo Zasshi" published by the company, and then
examined the editorials and articles in the magazine, as well as the trend of mail order
sales of seeds and seedlings in the magazine. Then, from the articles submitted by readers,
the results of the educational activities and the actual state of agriculture at that time
were clarified.

Chapter 3 focuses on the dissemination of Western vegetables and fruit s by graduates
of the Gakunosha Nougakkou, focusing on the activities of four graduates of the School:
Hayato Fukuba, Tomoharu Tachibana, Jin Tachibana, and Masataro Atoji, who were
involved in the research and cultivation of Western vegetables and fruits. I also examined
the influence of their study experience at the school on their agricultural activities and
their contribution to the promotion of agriculture in the region and the country. As a
result, it was revealed that Hayato Fukuba, Tomoharu Tachibana, and Jin Tachibana
were motivated to engage in the promotion of Western vegetables and fruits by their study
experience at the Gakunosha Nougakkou, and like Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha, they
conducted research and cultivation based on the principle that the modernization and
development of agriculture would enrich the nation and its people. On the other hand,
Masataro Atoji's studies at Gakunosha Nougakkou became the source of his knowledge in
cultivating Western vegetables. After graduating from the school, he returned to his
hometown of Ishikawa, where he studied English and became active as an educator, but at
the time he cultivated Western vegetables to earn money for school and living expenses,
and to meet the demands of foreign teachers and missionaries. The Gakunosha
Nougakkou produced not only graduates such as Kizou Tamari and Shinsuke Jumonji,
who were active as agricultural scientists, agricultural educators, and agricultural

bureaucrats, but also pioneers in the field of agriculture such as the four people mentioned
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above, demonstrating that the school contributed to the modernization and development of
agriculture during the Meiji period in terms of production and technology.

Chapter 4 focuses on the practice of agricultural improvement by farmers who were
influenced by Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha, including readers of the "Nogyo Zasshi", and as
an example, discusses the activities of the Matsumoto Agricultural Association, a local
agricultural association formed in 1880 by a group of wealthy farmers in the Matsumoto
area of Nagano Prefecture. The association played three roles: (1) management of the
agricultural experiment station, (2) activities as an agricultural discussion group, and (3)
management of the school. Of these, this paper focuses on the activities and results of the
trial production of Western vegetables and fruits at the agricultural experiment station.
Although there was a period of stagnation in the latter half of the 1880s due to the rural
depression caused by the austerity measures (Matsukata deflation) imposed by Masayoshi
Matsukata, who assumed the post of Lord Finance at the end of 1881, the year after the
association was formed, the association continued to produce Western vegetables and
fruits until it was dissolved around 1897. The association contributed to the spread of
apple, Western grape, and potato cultivation in the Matsumoto area, demonstrating that it
had no small influence on the development of local agriculture.

As mentioned above, the introduction of Western vegetables and fruits in Japan was
pioneered by Sen Tsuda, who began cultivating them in 1869, except for Yokohama, which
was the opening of the port of Yokohama, and its surrounding farming villages, where the
cultivation of Western vegetables began immediately after the opening of the country at
the end of the Edo period. Sen Tsuda founded Gakunosha in 1875, and with the aim of
improving and modernizing Japan's agriculture, he introduced Western agriculture and
agricultural science through the operation of the Gakunosha Nougakkou, the publication
of "Nogyo Zasshi", and mail order sales of seeds and seedlings. Among these
enlightenment activities, the spread of Western vegetables and fruits were particularly
important in the pursuit of a shift from the small-scale, main grain agriculture of the past
to commercial, diversified agriculture, the realization of a wealthy nation through this
shift, and the improvement of the lives of the people and farmers.

As I mentioned in the introduction, conventional studies of modern Japanese
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agricultural history have focused on the changes in agricultural policy and the role of the
agricultural bureaucrats involved in those changes, as well as the modernization and
improvement of agricultural methods and the achievements of old farmers and modern
agricultural scientists involved in those changes.However, there are many unanswered
questions about the influence of indigenous agricultural enlighteners and enlightened
agricultural societies such as Sen Tsuda and Gakunosha on Japan's agricultural
affairs.Therefore, this study attempted to examine the activities and roles of Sen Tsuda
and Gakunosha in the early Meiji era. The activities of the graduates of Gakunosha
Nougakkou were followed up to the later era in order to clarify the influence of their time
at the school.

The activities of the Gakunosha lost their original role as an enlightened association,
which is the subject of this paper, due to the change in policy of encouraging agriculture
from the mid Meiji 10s, the rise of the idea of protecting small farmers, and the activities of
modern agricultural scientists such as Tokiyoshi Yokoi and Tsuneaki Sako from the Meiji
20s. However, its activities continued, and it continued to publish the "Nogyo Zasshi" until
July 1920. In order to clarify the whole picture of Gakunosha, it is necessary to set another

1ssue.
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