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Summary : Research on modern Shinto shrines has been active in recent years, spanning shrines from
the Meiji period to the pre-war Showa period in Japan. There is ongoing research in the fields of Shinto
history, architectural history, urban history, the history of landscape architecture, and the history of
tourism.

The Meiji government was theocratic, making the Shinto religion the pillar of the nation. Buddhist
elements were removed from the grounds of Shinto shrines. According to government law, the land
owned outside of shrine grounds was held by the government, and there are examples of wide areas of
the forests surrounding shrines being lost.

The Meiji government started ranking shrines, with Ise Jingu at the top, and shrines every where
were classified, such as shrines for which the country budgeted.

At the beginning of the Meiji period, shrines dedicated to ancestors of the Imperial House of Japan
or those dedicated to its loyal retainers were established all over Japan. The government had a section
dedicated to shrines, where an organization for upkeep was formed, and the layout of the main building
of new shrines and a map dictating the limits of the shrines themselves were created and standardized.
In addition, old shrines were held in high regard for their traditional appearance.

At the beginning of the Meiji period, a shrine dedicated to the spirits of government soldiers who fell
in battle was established. This shrine was renamed “Yasukuni Jinja,” and the grounds were renovated as
the number of soldiers increased in war.

There are also examples of the grounds of shrines being considered as parks as per a law related to
parks from the first year of the Meiji period.

During the Taisho period, when Meiji Jingu, dedicated to Emperor Meiji, was established in Tokyo,
the standardized map dictating shrine limits was used for reference. There was deep discussion on the
selection of the site, the style of the main shrine, and the tree species comprising the shrine forest. The
shrine grounds of Meiji Jingu were divided into Meiji Jingu Naien where the main shrine, surrounded by
forest, was built and a Western-influenced Meiji Jingu Gaien where the Meiji Memorial Picture Gallery
and fitness facilities were built, and this had a large effect on how the city of Tokyo was planned out.

When constructing the forest of the shrine, the way of thinking of a shrine forest evolved to
idealizing an evergreen forest containing the Castanopsis genus, and evergreen oak trees.

From the Meiji period, shrines honoring the spirits of those fallen in war were established all over
Japan. These shrines were reformed according to the pre-war Showa period system, and the style of the
main building and layout were established by the government.

New gardens have been established on the grounds of modern shrines.

Maintenance was carried out on the stone Torii gates, name posts carved of stone, paving stones,
stone steps, and stone fences found on shrine grounds, and stone from the local area was used.

Key words : modern period, grounds of Shinto shrine, Meiji Jingu, forest of the shrine, park
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