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Summary @ With the aim of creating educational experimental activity programs for children
participating in a school trip at a university, letters of thanks written by the children were analyzed to
clarify their learning statements after the activities. The elementary students (3" to 5™ grade)
participated in activities such as farming on a plantation, investigating flower anatomy, observing flower
bulbs, walking in a horticultural garden, and learning about dogs and horses. A total of 97 letters were
written with most focusing on the activities with animals. However, a comparison of the letters from all
grades showed that 5th graders wrote descriptions of activities with both plants and animals more
frequently than children in other grades and the difference was significant. The children were given
instructions on how to properly touch an unfamiliar dog, how to train a dog and how to care for a horse.
Despite these instructions, the letters describing activities with animals written by 3" and 4™ graders
focused mainly on simply petting the animals. In contrast, the letters written by 5" graders had
significantly more information about learning and contained objective expressions, including help they
received during the activities, than those of other grades. Some 5" graders expressed their impression of
the flower-bulb activities in descriptions using their own words, showing that they understood and
learned from the activities. Results showed that there were obviously different learning statements
between grades even though the students participated in almost the same activities; 5th graders gained
more understanding than 3™ and 4™ graders. This suggests that educational programs for children should
be geared towards their ability to understand the program contents and that programs using animals
need further adjustments to include activities that are equally or more attractive to students than just
petting the animals, to ensure that they are educational.

Key words : animals and children, experimental activity using animals for elementary students, develop-
ment of children
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