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Selecting a Research Site for Regional Agricultural
Development Model

— A Case of Promoting Local Products in Rural Areas of Bogor, Indonesia—
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Summary : Economic development has been accelerated by rapid industrialization, however poverty still
remains as a major issue and improving income level is a significant agenda in the rural areas in Indo-
nesia. In order to develop regional agriculture, the stability of both farm economy and agroecosystem as
the bases of bioproduction are the main challenges. To pursue the sustainable development of regional
agriculture, we set out to evolve a more diversified agriculture with special regional products for the
elimination of poverty through the improvement of the household economy of small scale farms. This
study aims to select a research site to integrate socio-economic as well as agroecological approaches as a
practical science to find a new direction toward sustainable regional agriculture.

Firstly, we chose 14 candidate villages in the rural area of Bogor, West Java, and sorted out the
socio-economic factors by conducting principal component analysis to break down the characteristics of
the villages. Four predominantly agricultural villages with the highest rate of poverty were selected.
Then we conducted a field survey to clarify the natural environment and the actual situation of these
rural communities by interviewing village officers and farmers. The potential for rural development
based on diversified agroecosystems was considered and finally one village was selected. Agricultural
issues in the intended village were overviewed and the direction of further research clarified.

Key words : Agroecology, Regional Development, Regional Agricultural Research, Research Site Selection,
Agricultural Diversity
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