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Trends in Advertisement Wording in a Magazine
Targeting Dog Owners

By
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Summary : In order to examine how the status of pets within families has changed in Japan, this study
focuses on developments in commercial dog food advertisements. Along with the number of advertise-
ments for dog food, trends in the words used in printed dog food advertisements in “Aiken” (Seibundo
Shinkosha Publishing Co., Ltd.), a magazine for dog owners first published in 1952, were recorded and
classified based on meaning. This survey was performed using issues published between 1966 and 2009.
The emergence rate of the word items was calculated based on the recorded frequency of items related
to dog food. The results revealed that at the start of dog food production in Japan, wording in advertise-
ments stressed the convenience of using the products. In contrast, after the starting period of dog food
production, words emphasizing the health of the food began to appear with higher frequency. The emer-
gence rate of the word item category “safety” was significantly higher after 1990, which corresponds to
the health boom as well as the general public’s distrust of the food industry. Shifts in the number of paid
advertisements and the number of types of dog food-related items were influenced by general economic
highs and lows. In conclusion, the word items used in dog food advertisements reflected trends in the
economy and society.

Key words : dog-food, trends in advertisement of dog-food, general economy and keeping- animal, rela-
tionships between human and animals
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