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Signs of Damage by the Masked Palm Civet,
Paguma larvata, on Cherry

By
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Summary : The signs of damage by the masked palm civet, Paguma larvata, were inspected at cherry
orchards in Takahata town, Yamagata-prefecture, northeastern Japan. Masked palm civets were
detected in the orchards and surrounding areas through direct observation by a farmer, and through
footprints, feces, and a hollow in the bundles of straw. This species was suspected to be the culprit after
surveying the damage the next day; this was determined by the footprints on the steel pipe of the facility
just below the damaged fruits. The characteristics of the damage were identified along with the
condition that only cherries disappeared but peduncles remained on the damaged branches. The
characteristics are as follows : 1) damaged fruits were aggregated, and 2) no branches and leaves were
snapped off. Using this information, farmers can recognize wildlife damage and take correct decisions in
its early stages.

Key words : carnivore, damage identification, fruits protection, providing information, wildlife damage
management
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