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Quality Characteristics of Japanese Craft Beers
and Their Transition

By

Hiroharu Tokupa*, Hiroto HomMmaA™® and Kotoyoshi NAKANISHT*

(Received February 21, 2012/ Accepted June 8, 2012)

Summary : Componential analysis of Japanese craft beers was carried out in order to investigate the
quality characteristics and their transition. The slight variations of the beer quality depending on a
brewing year were observed in the beers of all categories. The concentration of the citric acid of the
beers brewed from 2008 to 2010 had become higher than that of the beers brewed from 1998 to 2002. As
opposed to this, the content of malic acid and polyphenol in the latest beers became lower. Furthermore,
some “original style of beers” with the sufficient balance of organic acid and non-fibrous carbohydrates
have also appeared in recent years.

Key words : Japanese craft beers, beer style, componential analysis, quality characteristics, transition

* Department of Brewing and Fermentation, Junior College of Tokyo University of Agriculture



