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Summary : In recent years, companies, which comprise our society, are promoting their contribution to
the protection of the environment as part of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). In this context,
activities promoted by CSR in Japan vary according to the company. Among these activities a number
of companies are planning on growing forests from the standpoint of Carbon Offsetting, which is the
practice of reducing emissions through a carbon-saving project in order to balance out emissions from a
given source. However, the ways in which corporations grow forest have become extremely diverse
depending on target woods, partnerships, types of activities, and their acceptance.

This paper clarifies the actual situation of a corporation growing forest and its acceptance in a
certain region as a research case. More specifically this study surveys the role of corporations as
mediators growing forest in Yamanashi's Forest Growing Commission. In addition to this, a survey was
conducted in the regions where forest is being grown, such as Kosuge in Yamanashi Prefecture,
Kitatsuru Forest Cooperative, related companies, and Tamagawa-genryu-daigaku Project.

As a result, it became clear that ‘Yamanashi's Forest Growing Commission’ serves as contact
between companies and local communities. However, the lack of funds and human resources proved that
there was insufficient support from both parties. Moreover, even though this commission is formed by
several organizations, they have not been able to engage in mutual cooperation. Thus, they have not
being able to take advantage of the commission’s diversity.

On the other hand, this commission brought certain advantages to Kosuge-village. One was to
subsidize the cost of forestry management, and the other, to have good public relations in a variety of
situations depending on the content of their activities.

However, it has been clarified that it is very difficult to set up any form of long-term forest
management plan since the contract term is only within a decade.
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* Department of Forest Science, Graduate School of Agriculture, Tokyo University of Agriculture
** Department of Forest Science, Faculty of Regional Environment Science, Tokyo University of Agriculture



