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Experience of Contact with Nature and Handicraft
among Student of Landscape Architecture

By
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Summary : Both experience of contact with nature and handicraft are important in order to motivate
the study of landscape architecture. Questionnaire surveys were conducted to investigate the actual
situation of “experience of contact with nature” and “experience of handicraft” with 625 students
studying at the department of landscape architecture. Fifty to eighty percent of the students did not
“experience nature”, for example by fishing in river or sea, collecting insects, making zoological or
botanical specimen. Students who did not get “experience of handicraft” were from 50 to 20%. Half
of the students did not have experience of using materials like brick, tree and shrub, flower, thinner,
natural stone or tools, for example, pruning shears and saw. A slight injury, e.g. cutting a part of body
with pruning shears, saw or sickle while gardening, rash from plants, being stung by wasp ant or
hairy caterpillar, cutting a part of body with plants (e.g. Miscanthus sinensis Anderss.) or slipping out
heavy stone had not been experienced by about half of the students. These experiences of nature or
handicraft should be included in a curriculum in the field of landscape architecture soon, and then we
must prepare the ground to allow such free experiences.

Key words : experience of nature, handicraft, landscape education, practice subject, motivation
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