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O, body weight ; [, wet weight of food ; I, dry weight of food
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Summary : With aim of developing a long-term rearing method for the Japanese water shrew Chimar-
rogale platycephala, we investigated the 1) transport techniques, 2) appropopriate design of rearing
cage, 3) necessity of bathing and 4) food items. Debilitation of the animal during transport was avoid-
ed by giving enough water and nest box. Escape of the animal from the cage was prevented by firmly
closing the lid cover. Although the animal preferred bathing in a water pool, bathing was not an in-
dispensable component of its life as it successfully survived in the cage for more than half a year
without bathing. The inside of the rearing cage was often soaked by spilled water, but this problem
was settled by using two connected cages. Two connected cages were effective to avoid disturbance
during cage cleaning and food exchange. The favorite food items of the animal were mealworm,
larvae of aquatic insects, and fish. Given those food items only, however, the animal gradually lost its
original body weight. In contrast, the animal maintained a stable body weight for more than half a
year when dry suncus-pellets were given, although it was not a favorite food item. From these find-
ings, we concluded that the animals could be protected from stress and kept for more than half a year
by ensuring the following four essential conditions: 1) giving enough water and shelter during
transport, 2) using cage witch avoids water spillage, 3) prevent the animal from bathing, and 4) feeding
substantial food items.

Key words : Japanese water shrew, rearing methods, laboratory animal, zookeeping, semi-aquatic,
Chimarrogale platycephala
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