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Summary : In accordance with varying social demands for tea through the ages, tea-producing
districts were changed, resulting in development of various tea growing and manufacturing
technologies. Furthermore, the appropriateness of a natural environment for tea production is con-
sidered to be deeply related to the formation of tea-producing districts. This study is aimed at
summarizing the origination circumstances and formation processes of tea-producing districts in
Japan and defining the landscape structures in these districts based on the identification of topograph-
ic features and water systems.

The selected study areas are 25 tea-producing districts formed before the modern age when the
selection of cultivating land depended on whether its natural environment was appropriate for tea
production.

As a result of the analysis, the origination factors of the tea-producing districts under study were
classified into four types based on the originators. The formation processes of the tea-producing
districts were classified into five types based on the management systems of tea-producing. Further-
more, topographic structures of these districts were classified into four types based on the relationship
between tea-producing districts and water systems, and three types based on the relationship between
tea-producing districts and gradients.

Lastly, landscape structures were classified into types to demonstrate that the landscape struc-
tures of Japanese tea-producing districts are characterized by the origination era and factors.
Furthermore, the selection of cultivating land was found to be related to the origination of tea-
producing districts.

Key words : Japanese Tea-producing districts, Tea plantation landscape, Landform, Structure of
landscape, Cultural landscape
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