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Summary : The designated manager system of public facilities was introduced due to the revision of
Local Autonomy Law in 2003 and urban parks were covered by the system as well as various public
facilities owned by local governments. The system was not welcomed because of the background of
its introduction by park management organizations, however it appears to be comparatively favora-
bly received two years after enforcement of the revised law.

This study verified the significance of introducing the system in urban park administration from
the viewpoint of its history. The result showed that the introduction of the system had external
pressure and accident which were features of a significant turning point in urban park administration
history since the promulgation of Dajokan order No. 16, and that it had the possibility of breaking
stagnation of recent urban park administration in its history, or rather it was one of key measures that
suggested more user-oriented park management in the future. Specifically, the following approaches
were found : (1) to review park management, (2) to secure budget through figuring out accurate
quantities, and (3) to identify user’s opinion for evaluation. They brought a turning point to park
administration that was in critical condition in face of an age of financial deterioration.

Key words : Urban park administration, designated manager system, urban park administration
history

* Specialize of Environment Symbiosis Department of Agriculture, Tokyo University of Agriculture
** Department of Landscape Architecture Science, Faculty of Regional Environment Science, Tokyo University of Agriculture



