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Intertextuality and déja lu
Salinger’s and Dostoevsky’s reminiscences in
Waheil Tatematsu’'s A Sexual Apocalypse

By
Hiroaki UMEMURA
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Summary : The aim of this study is to examine the relationship between intertextuality and déja lu.
An intertextual reading consists of a recognition of something already read, i.e.déja lu. As Jonathan
Culler puts it, an intertextual code is nothing more than this. The author of this study juxtaposes a
scene from Wahei Tatematsu’s magnum opus Seiteki Mokusiroku [A Sexual Apocalypse] which is yet
to be translated into other languages, and one from J.D. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye. In Tate-
matsu’s novel, Koji, having finished an 8-year term in jail for murdering a woman, takes a night train
and encounters an ugly middle-aged lady with a heavy northern Kanto dialect. Lying that he is a
priest with a mysterious prophesy, he compells her to confess that she had her two babies aborted in
her past. This scene somehow resembles Holden’s encounter with his classmate’s mother Mrs. Mor-
row on the night train bound for New York. Holden also lies that his name is Rudolph Schmidt and
tells Mrs. Morrow that her son is a decent nice boy, which is not the case. When the author of this
study came across the scene of Koji's encounter with an ugly lady, he experienced a strong feeling of
déja lu, although details from both novels do not fully coincide. While an average student of Russian
literature would find that Tatematsu’s novel is full of Dostoevsky’s reminiscences, the déja lu of the
author of this study suggests that a comparison with The Catcher in the Rye is also of great use to elicit
the traits of Tatematsu’s novel. Thus, if one wishes to depict an intertextual reading as a lived ex-
perience, one has to juxtapose one’s own déja lu and what Michael Rifaterre’s “arch-reader” would find

in the novel.

Key words : intertextuality, Salinger, Dostoevsky, Tatematsu
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