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Vocal Communication of the Japanese Giant Flying
Squirrel Petaurista leucogenys

By
Motokazu Axpo* and Yuki Kuramocur**
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Summary : The Japanese giant flying squirrel Petaurista leucogenys is characterized by large and
frequent vocalizations. Vocalization was most frequent at shrine groves compared to those at
coniferous plantations and mountain forests. Based on the frequency, the average population density
at the former was estimated as 2.5 individuals/ha. Voice types of the animal were classified into five
by human acoustic sense. Although more detailed segmentation was possible through sound
spectrogram analysis, semantics of respective voices were not clear. Differently from diurnal arboreal
squirrels, the major function of the vocalization was to appeal their existence of themselves. This

seemed an adaptation to nocturnal and gliding life in the forest.

Key words : Japanese giant flying squirrel, vocal communication, sound spectrogram, Petaurista
leucogenys
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