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The World of Beauty of Michiko IsHIMURE

Focusing on Story of the Sea of Camellia

By
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Summary : The name of Michiko IsHIMURE is often connected with Minamata Disease, and her works
are easy to be accepted as literature of accusation. This paper indicates, against such an assumption,
that the true worth of Ishimure literature consists in its genuine poetic nature and lyricism, through
analyzing Story of the Sea of Camellia.

This autobiographical work depicts aspects of sorrow and agony of the people who lived along
the seacoast of the southern Kyusyu. The innocent and acute eyes of the infant Michiko witnessed the
absurdity and sadness of the world, and she kept them in the depth of her soul. The essence of the
poet’s aesthetics is depicted by the affectionate communion of the two souls, an infant girl and her
blind and mad grandmother, which is the source of her creativity.

In this paper I illustrate some methods taken by this work, such as musical construction, effects
of nature description, and dramatic imagination, as well as the main motifs of this work, such as those
of the people’s mythological world, the world of the discriminated people, her grandmother named
Omokasama, and of the infant’s passionate longing to return to the primordial life. Through all of
these illustrations I make my points that the beauty expressed in Ishimure literature is deeply en-
graved by the aesthetics of sorrow which is derived from the poet’s acute capability of sympathizing
with others’ grief.

Her aesthetics of sorrow reversely reveals the cruelty of the ruling structure of modern society.
She wants another world to live, together with the depressed and the exploited, with her beloved
grandmother. It is the world where the sad souls live in concord with nature, between the sea and the
sky, surrounded by the spirits of the land. She sees there the rebirth and joy of the depressed, by way
of depicting a beautiful flower unfolding amidst sorrow.

Key words : Ishimure, aesthetics of sorrow, nature writing, power and discrimination
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