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Food Self- Sufficiency and Farm Income of

“The New Theory” Farm Households
—A Case Study of Upper Region in the Chao Phraya River Delta, Thailand—

By

Hisao Misur*, Hisataro Horiucur*, Somchai CHAKHATRAKAN**
and Shuhei SarTo***

(Received November 30, 2007/Accepted January 18, 2008)

Summary : The New Theory farming was initialed by the king of Thailand in 1993 to solve the
economic difficulties of small farmers. The purpose of this study is (1) to survey the farm management
of “The New Theory” farm households at Sing Buri Province, (2) to analyze food self-sufficiency,
income of farm households which contained agricultural income and non-agricultural income, land
utilization and organic resource recycling.

The results of the study are summarized as follows ;

1. This study calculated dependent ratio of self-supplied products (=family consumption cost of
self-supplied products/total food cost X 100), ratio of family consumption of self-supplied products (=
family consumption cost of self-supplied products/total agricultural outputxX100) and ratio of food
self-sufficiency (=total agricultural output/total food cost X 100). The results of each ratio are 36.8%,
11.0% and 901.8%. This shows that “The New Theory” farm households are over the subsistence level
(subsistence family farm), but their food self-sufficiency is not effective enough.

2. This study calculated coefficients of poverty using two poverty lines (1) World Bank’s poverty
line (one dollar per capita per day), (2) Thailand government’s poverty line (two hundred Baht per
capita per day). The results of each coefficient are 0.482 and 2.69. This shows that “The New Theory”
farm households are comparatively rich under the criterion of World Bank’s poverty line, but they are
comparatively poor under the criterion of Thailand’s poverty line.

Key words : New Theory Farming, Integrated Farming, Organic Resource Recycling, Food Self-
Sufficiency, Poverty Line
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