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Now—now I want to write recollections of my
own country. Yes, I want to write about my own
country till I simply exhaust my store. Not only
because it is ‘a sacred debt’ that I pay to my coun-
try because my brother and I were born there, but
also because in my thoughts I range with him over
all the remembered places. I am never far away
from them. I long to renew them in writing®.
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And after all the weather was ideal. They could

not have had a more perfect day for a garden-party

if they had ordered it. (p. 245)
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And Laura, glowing, answered softly, “Have you
had tea? Won’t you have an ice? The passion-fruit
ices really are rather special.” She ran to her father
and begged him : “Daddy darling, can’t the band
have something to drink?” (p. 257)
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There lay a young man, fast asleep—sleeping so
soundly, so deeply, that he was far, far away from
them [his sister-in-law and Laura] both. Oh, so
remote, so peaceful. He was dreaming. Never wake
him up again.... He was wonderful, beautiful.

While they [people at the party] were laughing and
while the band was playing, this marvel had come
to the lane. Happy... happy.... Allis well, said that

sleeping face. This is just as it should be. I am

content. (p. 261)
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And yes, that is what I tried to convey in The
Garden Party. The diversity of life and how we try
to fit in everything, Death included.... Laura says,
“But all these things must not happen at once.”

And Life answers, “Why not? How are they divid-
ed from each other?” And they do all happen, it is
inevitable. And it seems to me there is beauty in
the inevitability'’.
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. “Isn’t life,” she stammered, “isn’t life—" But
what life was she couldn’t explain. No matter. He
quite understood.

“Isn’t it, darling?” said Laurie. (p. 261)
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L. TO0J (‘The Fly’)
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he was dressed and brushed and allowed to cut back to
the City for the day.” (p.422) 0000, O0O0OO0O,
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satisfaction to be planted there in the midst of it in full
view of that frail old figure in the muffler. (p. 423) O
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oooooooooooooooo, ooooooooono

‘It gave him a feeling of deep, solid
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oooooooood, Dooooood, oooooo
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DaLyOd, 00000 ‘the self-pity he has mistaken for
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For a fraction of a second it lay still on the dark
patch that oozed round it. Then the front legs
waved, took hold, and, pulling its small, sodden
body up, it began the immense task of cleaning the
ink from its wings. Over and under, over and
under, went a leg along a wing, as the stone goes
over and under the scythe. Then there was a
pause, while the fly, seeming to stand on the tips of
its toes, tried to expand first one wing and then the
other. It succeeded at last, and, sitting down, it
began, like a minute cat, to clean its face.... The
horrible danger was over ; it had escaped ; it was
ready for life again. (p. 427)
0o0ooooooooooo, oooooooo, ooo
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oo0od, boooD00bO0o0oDO0o0oooooooo
O, 0oooooo, 0oo, oooooooooooo
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‘He’s a plucky little devil....” (p.427) O, 000000
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Katherine Mansfield’s View of Life
—‘The Garden Party’ and ‘The Fly'—

By
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Summary : Katherine MaNsrieLD laid the foundations of the 20th century English short story. In her
works we can find neither dramatic romance nor unexpected development, but common everyday life,
responses and delicate feelings towards life. Joy and sorrow, yearning and disillusion, anticipation
and disappointment, love and hatred, restlessness and relief, passion and resignation—all these are
woven into her short stories, through which she shows her deep insight into human nature and the
truth hidden in ordinary daily life.

In her youth MaNsFIELD had a dream of becoming a novel writer and thought it essential to feel
curiosity to anything and to have various experiences of life, which unfortunately led to reckless
marriage followed by miscarriage, divorce and disease. Confronting her favorite brother’s death, she
realized her duty to write about New Zealand, her home country she abandoned at the age of twenty.

Suffering from disease, she felt her own death near at hand and wrote about ‘life’ in contrast with
‘death’. In ‘The Garden Party’, Laura is faced with a carter’s death on the very day of a pleasant garden
party and recognizes the solemnity of death. In ‘The Fly’, the boss drops some ink on a fly, which
happened to fall in an inkpot and was taken out by him. He superimposes the fly upon his dearest son,
who died in the war six years ago. Through handling ‘death’ like this, MANSFIELD also discovers ‘life’
in the everyday world, and expresses it in her stories. For her, a life is made up of such moments of
joy as may communicate with the eternal. In this paper I will elucidate MANSFIELD's view of life
through a close reading of the two short stories.

Key words : short story, New Zealand, experience, life, suggestive ending

* Foreign language studies(English), Faculty of Applied Bio-Science, Tokyo University of Agriculture



