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Summary : This paper gave consideration to food resources problems in the world from the point of
view of economic geography. Grain such as rice wheat and corn is a fundamental food in the world.
Rice is a basic food resource in Asian countries, wheat is Western, Corn is American respectively and
each grain has a regional unbalanced existence.

These food resources make regional characteristics and changes with the times in food product
distribution and consumption according to environmental condition such as natural, socio-economic,
historical and cultural conditions.

Rice is the most important food resource for Asian countries peoples,Monsoon Asia produces rice
in climate conditions of high temperature and high humidity with monsoon bringing water resources.

Asian regions produce rice and mostly consume within the region,therefore percentage ratio of
rice trade is low.

On the other hand wheat is grown at high latitude area in climate conditions of low temperature
and dry conditions widely distributed throughout in the world.The wheat trade shows a strong
contrast compared with trade in rice.

Rice and wheat as fundamental food resources have strong influence on food resource problems
in the world.

As corn is production mostly for animal feed not for use in the human diet directly, corn pro-
duction is in competition with human diet and animal feed for utilization of land resources.

Further livestock and fisheries strongly influence the animal protein diet. Food system in Asian
type is rice combined with fisheries products while western type has difference characteristic of wheat
combined with livestock products.

Discuss of food resource problems has long focused on the gap between population and food
supply. However this situation now includes not only population and food supply but also the com-
plexity environmental problems in 21°' century. We must create a new understanding of economic
geographical conditions. It is important and desirable to consider the food systems both Asian and
Western together with such factors as geographical conditions population and food and environment
problems.

Key words : food resources, economic geography, rice, wheat, animal products, fisheries products
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