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Leaf blight lesions appeared on over-
wintered agapanthus leaves.

Acervuli on leaf blight lesion.

A hand section of acervuli on agapan-
thus leaf.

Conidia of C. dematium isolated from
agapanthus leaf.

Photo 5

Photo 6

Photo 7

Appressoria of C. dematium formed on
water-agar.

Non-inoculated leaves as negative control
in artificial inoculation test.

Lesions developed by artificial inocula-
tion test.
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Anthracnose of Agapanthus (African Lily) Caused
by Colletotrichum dematium

By

Yuuki MuraTA*, Keiko T. NATSUAKT*™ and Takao KoBavyasur*

(Received May 23, 2006/ Accepted June 8, 2007)

Summary : In 2004, a new disease was found on African lily (Agapanthus africanus (L.) Hoffmanns.)
leaves, in Ibaraki prefecture, Japan. Brown to grayish brown leaf blight lesions were observed on
over-wintered leaves. A fungus belonging to the genus Colletotrichum was observed on these lesions.
Its acervuli had setae. The colonies were black or dark gray on PDA medium. Conidia were aseptate,
hyaline, falcate, and 15.0~21.5X25~3.7um (17.3 X3.0u#m in average). Appressoria were oval or slightly
irregular, dark brown colored and 9.5~18.7X5.2~10.0um in size. Based upon these morphological
characteristics, this fungus was identified as Colletotrichum dematium (Per.: Fr.) Grove. Isolated
fungus was pathogenic to the original host plant in artificial inoculation test. This is the first report
describing the African lily disease caused by C. dematium in Japan. Therefore, anthracnose of aga-
panthus (agapanthus tanso-byo) is proposed as a new disease in Japan.
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