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Summary : Agriculture in the Dominican Republic consists of a large number of small farm house-
holds called “parcela” and a few big, corporate farms called “hacienda”.

The purpose of this study is to determine the shifting probability from subsistence farming to
commercial farming based on the survey data of ninety-six “parcelas” in rural of shifting areas near
Santo Domingo.

The results of this study are summarized as follows ;

1. The study found no correlation between input and output for the reason that “parcelas” are
subsistence farm households. The standard partial regression coefficient of land, PMWU (Productive
Man Work Unit) and its cost are respectively 0.1222 ( t value : 0.9548), 0.5316(ditto, 2.5318) and 0.0223
(ditto, 07325).

2. Ninety-six “parcelas” are classified into four groups according to the score of the first principal
component and the second principal component.

1) First group includes twenty-one “parcelas”, named the circulating goods type. Although
coefficient of determination is low, the standard partial regression coefficient of cost shows that a
significant level is 1%.

2) Second group includes thirty-two “parcelas”, named high-labor cultivation of pumpkin. Al-
though coefficient of determination is low, the standard partial regression coefficient of PMWU shows
that a significant level is 5%.

3) Third group includes twenty-three parcelas”, named high-labor cultivation of pepper. Al-
though coefficient of determination is low, the standard parcial regression coefficient of PMW U shows
that a significant level is 5%.

4) Forth group includes nineteen “parcelas” named self-sufficiency type. Coefficient of determi-
nation is 0.

This study shows that the “parcelas” of the Dominican Republic have four types of subsistence
farm households. Some “parcelas” practice effective agricultural techniques and those “parcelas” are
in the process of converting to commercial family farms.

Key words : The Dominican Republic, Parcela agriculture, Farm types, New crops, Traditional crops,
Embrio for commercial farm
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