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A Study on the Landscape Composition
of the Summer Palace in Beijing in Relation
to the Influence of the Jiangnan Region Landscape
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Summary : The subject of this research is the landscape composition of the Summer Palace in Beijing,
which was influenced by the landscapes of “Jiangnan”, the southern region of Yangtze River, and their
mutual relationship. The research investigates the extent to which and in what ways the Qianlong
emperor took Jiangnan beauty spots and landscapes into consideration when designing and con-
structing the Summer Palace. The research was carried out with a focus on document studies of
primary documents, historical materials, existing research, poetry anthologies and picture maps,
while the reality was confirmed by on-site study. Specifically, the influence of various Jiangnan
landscapes on the landscape composition of the Summer Palace is elucidated from five perspectives,
namely, influences from : 1) Jiangnan beauty spots, 2) Jiangnan famous gardens, 3) Jiangnan architec-
tures, 4) Jiangnan water vistas, and 5) urban Jiangnan.

Key words : Summer Palace, Landscape composition, Jiangnan landscape, Chinese garden, Qianlong
emperor, Southern Tours
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