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Case Study: Makerspaces empowers public libraries in the U.S.. Kyoko Toyoda (Burson-Marsteller, 005-0022
6-3-3 Makomanai, Kashiwaoka, Minami-ku, Sapporo)

Abstract: Chicago Public Library Harold Washington Library Center holds three makerspaces: for adults, for
teens, and for kids, and each section possesses expensive high-tech machines, including a 3D printer. The
propelling power behind is Obama administrations STEM education policy and Nation of Makers Initiatives.
Thousands of 3D printers are now installed in schools, universities, libraries, and museums in the U.S. The
role of libraries is especially highly valued to make the cutting age technologies available to entrepreneurs and
ventures and foster innovation and competitiveness of local industry. Makerspaces empower public libraries
and help raising its presence in and contributions to the community.

Keywords: Chicago Public Library / Harold Washington Library Center / Makerspace / 3D printer / STEM
education / Nation of Makers Initiative
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