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Summary : The objective of this paper is to explore research trends and challenges concerning farm
managers in Japan, with the aim of promoting further research in this area. A review of previous studies
on farm managers revealed three key points. Firstly, it is crucial to understand the processes and mech-
anisms through which managers’ managerial functions, managerial abilities, and managerial behaviors
impact their business performance, business development, and regional agriculture. Secondly, farm man-
agers possessing high managerial ability or exhibiting favorable managerial behavior tend to achieve
better business performance and development compared to those who do not. Thirdly, diverse experiences
in farm management contribute to the improvement of managerial abilities among managers, consequently
leading to improved business performance and development. On the other hand, the research review
revealed four main challenges that need to be addressed to facilitate further research on farm managers:
(1) To accumulate valuable research results by enhancing analytical methods used in previous studies; (2)
To clarify the similarities and differences between farm managers and non-farm managers regarding their
managerial functions and abilities; (3) To leverage research findings and analytical tools from the perspec-
tives of psychology, behavioral science, sociology, and pedagogy in studying farm managers; 4) To promote
studies that support the development of farm managers’ managerial abilities and the establishment of an

educational system tailored to their needs.

Key words : farm manager, managerial function, managerial ability, managerial behavior, research review
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