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A Study on the History of Parks and Recreation
Management in the City of Vancouver
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Summary : The purpose of this study is to understand the historical character of parks and recreation
management in the City of Vancouver, which is one of the City Park System in North America. The
history of park development and parks & recreation management was traced. The Vancouver park
system started in 1888 when Stanley Park, which is the most major park in this city was opened. A
chronological table which extracted a special mention item from 1888 to 1995 was made. The focal
points are management organization, facility development and recreation service. The results were as
follows : 1) The Parks board co-operated in the development and management of parks/recreation
program on any parks such as playground with the School Board. 2) “Recreation” was a very
meaningful situation in park management from the early stages. A recreation section such as a
playground & recreation was incorporated in the park management organization. This section name
was changed from “playground & recreation” to “parks & public recreation”, then “parks & recreation”
with the age. The authority of the control in charge expanded. The job description was changed from
“park ranger” to “park superintendent”, “park general manager”. 3) The policy of park planning and
parks & recreation management was modeled on the American City Park System. 4) The duty of the
staff member to instruct in its the use was cleared since the first city park opened. the board employed
the staff to instruct recreation and sports. 5) The original training program was enforced by the
Board, and study with the professional education organ was being supported actively. 6) The Board
developed a variety of recreation programs for citizens such as programs for various age groups, a
seasonal program, a handicapped program and so on.

Key Words : Park management, Parks & Recreation, City Parks, Park History, City of Vancouver
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