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The Significance of “Open Garden” in Japan
from Pioneering Cases

By

AKkira AmA* and Isoya SHINJI**

(Received February 28, 2001/Accepted July 19, 2001)

Summary : The meaning of “garden” is facing a historical turning point, to become “a space of private
garden open to the public”. Thus, how the public takes pleasure and enjoyment in private gardens is
being discussed at the present time. The gardening boom follows the Open Garden by the National
Gardens Scheme in England and Wales, which became well known and 11 Open Garden Societies were
established in Japan. The purpose of the research is to consider the meaning of Open Garden and the
aim of Open Garden activity which would develop in the future in Japan by considering three
pioneering cases, which have been opened to the public since before the gardening boom, and are
located in the metropolitan area. The objects of study are Kawaguchi Garden in Yokohama City,
Kanagawa (31 years open to the public), Watanabe Garden in Kokubunji City, Tokyo (17 years open to
the public), Kawai Garden in Osaka City, Osaka (8 years open to the public).

As a result of studying these pioneering cases, it was suggested to develop private gardens as public
space in Japan through the system of Open Gardens which is an independent activity of the citizens.
Open Garden will become one of the planning methods to create and develop a new.

Key Words : open garden, The National Gardens Scheme, private garden, gardening boom, communi-
ty planning
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