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Summary : Moriya city is located in the southwestern end of Ibaraki. At the present time the
communities of former villages which have traditional configuration are left to the area around the city.
The topography of Moriya has a particular characteristic. There are marshes in the rare topography
called “Yatsu”, which are special features existing in South Ibaraki and North Chiba. Yatsu had been
made by sea erosion, not river. Further Moriya has topographical structure among three rivers, Tone
river, Kinu river and Kokai river; it is circled island-like topography. This study tried to make clear the
landscape character of former villages’ location and configuration. We also discussed what kind of factors
affect the landscape character. 41 colonies in Moriya were selected as the site of the study. The results
of the study show that the characteristics are seen in the configurations between landscape’ elements,
habitable area, shrine area, cultivation area, and green area. In particular, the topography has a great
influence on the location of these components. We clarified the characteristics of the regional structure,
which separates areas in a settlement. The regional structure is three levels of hierarchical structure.
The bottom layers are the range of the villages, which in this sense means rural communities. The
second layers are the range of Yatsu. They are next to Yatsu fields, and villages cluster around the
lowlands. The top layers are the rivers of the catchment areas. Water flows into the river from each
Yatsu. The range of Yatsu gathers and constitutes the river of the catchment area. The major
characteristics of elements of rural villages are as follows. The range of village area which is decided by
the land form has an influence on the state of the slope forest. The location of the main road is connected
not only with the layout of residences but also the position of the roads linking the villages.

Key words : regional structure, village, land form, rural landscape, Moriya city
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