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Hy, FECEELRREESEETEIR OO, E
WX (162km?) ZFHRILRD I ALE S 5o 114k, AKH,
MASTRAES 2 A AT TH Y, MR 213 7 /km®s
B CIR KB R BHIBSE D ITbN TV A, ZOREIL
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Tyr—bMARE, D) AIfEOLE, 2) fEEE 3)

B, Foft, AW, 6) EWIEBIEY oM FE-
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(45%) b % <, it (37%) HEhITRN7Z. A
Db N 7RG T D B2 47%, TEFHAT43%
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WELEE 5 0 1
(X2 ETD) (RX3)
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25 —  $RAZH -
26 — X3 -
31 — X3 -
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Summary : Predation frequencies of free-ranging house cats (Felis catus) on wild birds and animals were
investigated at Atsugi, Japan. Wildlife rescue records at the Kanagawa Prefectural Natural Environments
Conservation Center indicated that 10 % of them were due to the attack of cats. Victims were mostly
common ground-feeding birds such as Streptperia orientalis, Passer montanus and Hypsipetes amaurotis.
During May-August attacks mainly took place on chicks. Chicks of P. montanus were less caught
compared to Hirundo rustica as a result of their safer nest site selection. A questionnaire survey to local
residents indicated that 13 % of family units kept cats, out of which 29 % were free-ranging at a
residential area, and 59 % at a rural area. Population density of free-ranging cats at the former was
estimated 2.2 / ha at the former, and 0.35 at the latter. Reflecting opportunistic prey preference for cats,
prey items that cats brought back home were mostly urban birds and insects in a residential area, while
rodents were most frequent and prey diversity was wider in a rural area. More than half of prey items
brought home were not eaten by the cats. Based on a rough assumption that a free-ranging cat hunted
60 preys a year, it was estimated that a cat hunted 132 preys / ha in a residential area, and 21 in a rural
area. To reduce such ecological impacts, it is hoped that house cats can be kept indoors.
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